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Abstract This study aims to conceptualize and scientifically
substantiate the novel role of Kazakhstani mythologems in Internet
comments, with a focus on their axiological aspects in digital discourse.
A theoretical approach to the role of Internet mythologems as reflectors
of cultural values and contributors to national discourse is compre-
hensively disclosed. The analysis of materials enabled identifying three
main types of mythologems (historical, cultural, and political). The
methodological framework of scientific cognition, description, narrative,
and linguo-cultural analysis enabled us to scientifically reinterpret
mythological images and plots common in folk culture, identifying their
specificity and differentiating their functions. The research results
showed that historical mythologems (38.7%) connect current concerns
with national history, instilling a sense of pride. Cultural mythologems
(28.0%) strengthen identity, while political mythologems (33.3%)
criticize the political landscape. This study has substantial scientific
novelty, making a theoretical and practical contribution to the linguistic
understanding of the digital discourse essence and demonstrating how
national mythologems may impact cultural identity and public opinion.

Keywords: Internet comments, Axiological features, Digital discourse,
Cultural identity, Mythologems

1. Introduction

raditional cultural values meet rapid advancements in modern
technology in Kazakhstan (Cornell et al., 2016; Kemp, 2024). In
January 2024, Kazakhstan had 18.19 million Internet users, making
up 92.3% of the total population (Cornell et al., 2016). Kazakhstan’s
Internet space demonstrates that mythologems (mythological elements
embedded in cultural texts) play an important role in shaping and reflecting
national identity (Masse et al., 2007; Naumovska et al., 2024; Psihistal,
2011). Kazakhstan's cultural legacy (Zhumashev & Meirambekov, 2024)
provides material for studying mythologems, which are defined as recurring
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mythological elements, motifs, or symbols (Harrison, 2020; Picart, 1996). In Kazakhstani digital
discourse, mythologems tend to bridge the gap between historical and modern memories (Altybayeva
& Comutstsi, 2019; Uskembaeva et al., 2016). The concept of mythologem has been massively
explored in cultural studies (Alexander, 2017; Grigorieva et al., 2017; Rubert, 2015; Zaporozhtseva,
2016). For example, Strelnik (2019) established that mythologems ensure connecting historical
memory with modern contexts, serving as a cultural bridge. Similarly, Ashurova and Galieva (2019)
and Fayzullayeva (2021) emphasized the role of mythologems as fundamental units of cultural
systems. Furthermore, Vavilina and Chetina (2022) and Ramazonova (2023) analyzed the impact of
mythologems on language, while Akberdieva (2020) highlighted the challenges of their translation
into other languages. In mythological conceptualization, humans are both the subjects and objects of
cognition, which provides the reason for utilizing the anthropocentric approach.

The anthropocentric approach, which is dominant in modern linguistics, underpins many studies
(Grigorieva et al., 2017; Rubert, 2015; Zykova, 2016). Some scholars, such as Shevchenko et al.
(2021), identify "linguistic personality™ as a key concept in anthropology that determines the analysis
of lexemes' semantic features in relation to cognitive structures. Experts in cognitive linguistics
consider frames to be structural parts of concepts (Barsalou, 2012; Fillmore, 2006; Richardt, 2003).
These are cognitive models of knowledge that evoke communally oriented behaviors (Richardt, 2003;
Shevchenkoet al., 2021). One of the factors affecting modern human behavior is digitalization that
had revolutionized communication and information storing capabilities.

The digital revolution in Kazakhstan has significantly altered the manner in which cultural narratives
are conveyed and consumed. Internet comments, particularly those on political articles, offer a
dynamic platform for expressing public sentiments and negotiating cultural identity (Burkhanov &
Sharipova, 2023; Kudaibergenova, 2018; Ternov et al., 2024). In the online world, mythologems are
not merely preserved but are actively reinterpreted, reflecting contemporary social and political
realities (Zharylgapov et al., 2023). By analyzing these mythologems, researchers can uncover how
traditional narratives are adapted to address modern challenges, such as globalization, political
change, and social justice (Roksandic, 2002). Certain studies confirm the importance of digital media
in forming cultural identity. For example, Zhang (2022) emphasized the role of Internet comments in
reinterpreting traditional myths in the context of contemporary issues. Some researchers explored the
impact of globalization on the transformation of cultural symbols in Kazakhstan, underscoring the
relevance of mythologems in understanding these processes (Akhatova et al., 2024; Das & Fassin,
2021; Sadykova et al., 2023). As Akberdieva (2020) highlighted, the challenges of translating
culturally specific elements into the digital space remain underexplored, particularly in Kazakhstan's
bilingual and bicultural contexts. The previous works, however, address mythologems via a general
cultural approach, leaving the perspective for a new research study investigating political-related
interpretation and significance of Kazakhstani mythologems functioning today.

This study aims to analyze how Kazakhstani Internet users reinterpret traditional mythological
elements with online comments and how the nature of national identity evolves in the digital era.
Another aim is to explore mythologems in Internet comments on political articles in Kazakhstan. The
practical contribution of this paper is in examining how mythologems in Kazakhstani Internet
comments reflect Kazakhstan’s cultural heritage and contemporary challenges, such as globalization,
political transformation, and social justice. This study approaches the current trends in digital
communication research, which emphasizes the role of cultural narratives in shaping online
interactions (Sadykova et al., 2023; Sagynadin et al., 2023; Yergaliyeva et al., 2023). The novelty of
this study lies in its focus on digital platforms as a medium through which mythologems are
preserved, transformed, and adapted to modern contexts.

2. Theoretical Framework

This study analyzes mythological worldviews and specifically political mythologems from
Kazakhstan’s Internet space. The study of mythologems, linguistic changes, and Internet
communication provides a critical view of how cultural narratives are constructed, transformed, and
disseminated in the digital age (Earnshaw, 2017). Mythologems, defined as recurring motifs or



themes within cultural narratives, serve as powerful tools for conveying societal beliefs and values
(Jones et al., 2015; Stefania, 2021). Barthes (1972) first explored mythologems in the context of
semiotics, arguing that they function as signifiers in a broader system of cultural myths. Recent
studies have expanded Barthes' work to explore the role of mythologems. Rahimova (2023)
emphasized the importance of mythologems in preserving national identity, noting that they often
draw upon historical narratives to legitimize contemporary ideologies. Similarly, Zharkynbekova et
al. (2014) examined the use of mythologems in Kazakh literature specifically. Furthermore, linguo-
cultural studies explore the relationship between language and culture, emphasizing how linguistic
practices reflect and shape cultural identities (Sung, 2015). In this field, language is viewed as both a
medium of communication and a repository of cultural knowledge. Dwivedi and Patel (2024)
highlighted linguistic practices, noting that they are continually reshaped by social and political
changes. Wheeler (2017) explored linguistic strategies used by Kazakh speakers to discuss cultural
identity, emphasizing the importance of linguistic hybridity in the context of cultural change.

2.1. Digitalization and Internet Affecting the Reality of Mythologems

In the Internet era, virtual linguistic identity represents real individuals through self-presentation and
communication (Yergaliyeva et al., 2023). Communicative strategies are built on the axiological
world of a virtual linguistic identity, meaning that virtual communicative behavior can be analyzed
using linguistic axiology and cognitive linguistics (Foster, 2017). For example, Blogs, as a distinct
form of Internet communication, blend private and public elements. They cover various topics,
ranging from global events to personal experiences. The flexibility of the blog discourse's axiological
system means that identifying a definitive list of values is challenging (Sung, 2015). The rise of
digital platforms has transformed the manner in which cultural narratives are constructed and
disseminated. Internet communication, characterized by its immediacy and interactivity, offers new
opportunities for the expression and negotiation of cultural identities (Mukhtarova et al., in press). It
also presents such challenges as the potential for cultural homogenization and the erosion of
traditional narratives. Blog communication illustrates value relationships through personal
expressions, as seen in exchanges about meaningful moments in life. In Kazakhstan's Internet
discourse, these concepts show how cultural values influence online interactions and communication
(Mihelj & Jiménez-Martinez, 2021; Yergaliyeva et al., 2022).

2.2. Functions and Classification of Mythologems

Research on mythologems, linguo-cultural studies, and Internet communication often draws on a
range of theoretical frameworks. Semiotics, as developed by Barthes (1972), provides a foundational
framework for understanding how mythologems function as cultural signifiers. This approach
emphasizes the role of mythologems in encoding and transmitting cultural meanings, providing
insights into their function as communicative tools (Naumovska et al., 2024; Barthes, 1972).
According to Kazakova et al. (2019) and Akberdieva (2020), mythologem can be used to translate
historical understanding across ages and cultures. Rubert (2015) considered mythologem as a sign in
the system of cultural concepts. One of the particularly relevant studies for us appears to be
Zhumabayeva (2021), who explored the connection between mythologems and Kazakh ethnonyms.
Such a diverse interpretation field of mythologem concept provides the need for system classification.

In linguo-cultural studies, theories of linguistic relativity and cultural linguistics are often employed to
explore the interplay between languages and cultures. The classification framework was employed to
identify three types of mythologems in relation to precedent phenomena: mythologem-text,
mythologem-statement, and mythologem-anthroponym.

e Mythologem-Text: Mythologem-texts correspond to myth-narratives, which are plot-developed
stories with legend elements. These narratives are prevalent in public speeches and online
discussions among Kazakh Internet users, often invoking well-known characters. The myths
about legendary historical heroes contribute to social cohesion and set semantic guidelines for
national culture, structuring the paradigm of social and cultural behavior in Kazakhstani society
(Madieva & Kabytaeva, 2020).
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e Mythologem-Statement: Mythologem-statements contain myth propositions, which are
judgments expressing false or unverifiable opinions. These mythologems are evident in various
genres, including public speeches, messages, memoirs, slogans, and interviews (Madieva &
Kabytaeva, 2020). In the discourse of Kazakhstani Internet users, mythologem-statements often
represent speech products from group subjects, such as the presidency, foreign policy
departments, and political parties (Petrova et al., 2023). These statements feature ideological
connotations that serve as ideologemes, formulate key concepts, and explain the patterns of
events in Kazakhstani society.

e Mythologem-Anthroponym: The associative field of mythologem-anthroponyms includes
myth-images of Internet users, which can be either idealized or demonized. Idyll myths in
Kazakhstani internet discourse often capture the image of a "hero," shaped by national cultural
traditions and values. These mythologems are typically oriented toward the past (Madieva &
Kabytaeva, 2020).

These approaches emphasize the role of language in shaping cultural perceptions and highlight the
dynamic nature of linguistic practices. A cultural linguistics framework to explore the linguistic
strategies used by Kazakh speakers to negotiate cultural identity emphasizes the role of language as a
site of cultural negotiation and adaptation (Kudriavtseva & Friedman, 2023). However, there is a
significant gap in research focusing on the role of mythologems in digital discourse, particularly
Internet comments. This gap is significant, given the increasing influence of digital platforms on
cultural discourse. The present study aims to address this gap by examining how mythologems are
employed and transformed in Kazakhstani Internet comments.

3. Methodology
3.1. Materials

This study utilized Internet comments from the news articles published on the Ak Zhaiyk (“White
Light”) portal during 2022-2023 under the tag ‘“Politics”. All the comments under selected
publications were inspected to identify any Kazakh national mythologem. After the initial selection,
100 Kazakh-language comments with the most relevant mentions of Kazakh mythologems were
collected as sampling material.

3.2. Procedure

After the sampling selection was completed, linguo-cultural analysis focused on identifying and
categorizing the mythologems present in the gathered comments. This method involves a detailed
examination of linguistic units that reflect cultural values and historical references (Mazibayeva,
2023). The analysis was guided by principles from linguo-cultural studies that emphasize the
interaction between language and cultural identity (Mazibayeva, 2023). Comments were analyzed for
recurring mythological elements, including historical figures, cultural symbols, and political
narratives (Herman et al., 2012). Descriptive statistics were used to quantify the prevalence and
distribution of the different types of mythologems. This statistical approach provides a clear picture of
how frequently various mythological elements appear in a dataset. The frequency and percentage of
each type of mythologem were calculated using the SPSS tool to highlight trends and patterns in the
use of cultural and historical references. This method was instrumental in identifying dominant
themes and assessing their significance within digital discourse.

To explore the value-based dimensions of mythologems, a linguo-axiological approach was
employed. This method examines how mythologems convey original values and attitudes within a
text (Zvyagintseva et al., 2019). The analysis focuses on how these mythological elements express
national identity, cultural pride, and political opinions. By dissecting the axiological content of
comments, this study aimed to uncover the ways in which mythologems shape and reflect the values
of Kazakhstani Internet users (Nazarova & Mansurov, 2020).

Finally, a thematic analysis was employed to interpret the content and context of the mythologems in
the comments. This qualitative method involves identifying and analyzing patterns related to the



themes of national identity, historical consciousness, and cultural values (Zvyagintsevaet al., 2019).
By categorizing and interpreting these themes, this study aimed to provide a deeper understanding of
how mythologems function within the broader sociopolitical context of Kazakhstan (Nazarova &
Mansurov, 2020; Zvyagintseva et al., 2019).

The collected comments were transcribed and coded according to the identified mythological types:
historical, cultural, and political. Each comment was examined for the use of mythological elements
and their role in shaping public opinion. The analysis was conducted using qualitative methods to
ensure a deeper understanding of the data. Ethical guidelines were followed, and user comments were
anonymized to protect individual privacy. The research flow process is depicted in Figure 1.

Figure 1
Research Process

| Data collection from AZK (2022-2023) ‘

|

Selection of most commented political
articles

|

Manual selection of comments J—‘

/ Linguacultural Analysis / / Linguo-Axiological Analysis /

Descriptive Statistics/ Thematic Analysis }—J

|

Coding and Categorization

4. Results

This study analyzed the prevalence and significance of mythologems in Kazakhstani Internet
comments, focusing on their role in expressing cultural values and societal dynamics. Texts in virtual
spaces, particularly comments on popular articles, serve as core material for linguistic analysis. This
research selected the most commented articles to explore the usage of mythologems and their
implications in digital discourse. These findings answer such questions such as what are the dominant
types of Kazakh mythologems in political-related Internet comments, what national values do they
illustrate, and how is Kazakhstan’s national identity shaped in the Internet space through these
mythologems.

A content analysis was conducted to assess the usage frequency of these three types of mythologems
in Internet comments. The results are presented in Table 1.

Table 1

Types and Usage Frequency (%) of Mythologems in Kazakhstani Virtual Discourse
Types of Mythologems Frequency
Mythologem-Text 53
Mythologem-Statement 12
Mythologem-Anthroponym 35

Total 100
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The mythologem-text emerged as the most frequent type, with a frequency of 53, indicating the strong
presence of plot-driven narratives with legendary elements in online discourse. Mythologem-
anthroponyms followed with a frequency of 35, reflecting the common reference to mythic "heroes"
in the discussions. Mythologem-statements appeared the least, with a frequency of 12, highlighting
their specific ideological roles. Further statistical analyses were conducted to explore the relationship
between mythologem types and the societal values they express, as highlighted in Table 2. A chi-
square test was performed to assess the association between mythologem types and their connotations
in digital discourse.

Table 2

Association between Mythologem Types and Societal Values

Mythologem Type Social cohesion (%)  ldeological influence (%0) Heroic image (%)
Mythologem-Text 45.2 22.1 32.7
Mythologem-Statement 18.3 61.4 20.3
Mythologem-Anthroponym 27.5 16.5 56.0

The chi-square test revealed significant associations between mythologem types and societal values
(x?=38.2, p <0.001). Mythologem-texts are predominantly associated with social cohesion (Madieva
& Kabytaeva, 2020), while mythologem-statements emphasize ideological influence (Petrova et al.,
2023). Mythologem-anthroponyms are closely linked to the portrayal of heroic images (Madieva &
Kabytaeva, 2020; Sheigal, 2018).

The analysis of mythologems in Kazakhstan's digital discourse reveals their crucial role in expressing
national values and cultural identities. These mythologems — historical, cultural, and political —
connect past traditions with contemporary issues, fostering a sense of community and continuity
among users. Historical mythologems constitute 38.7% of online comments, highlighting prominent
figures such as Abai Qunanbaiuly and significant events such as the formation of the Kazakh
Khanate, which reinforces national pride and identity. Cultural mythologems accounted for 28.0% of
the comments, emphasizing traditional practices and symbols that cultivate shared values within the
community. Political mythologems constitute 33.3% of the discourse, integrating historical and
cultural narratives with current political issues, thus providing nuanced perspectives on governance
and public opinion. Statistics are summarized in Table 3. Overall, these findings underscore the
importance of mythologems as key vehicles for articulating Kazakhstan's national values, cultural
identities, and political viewpoints.

Table 3

Frequency and f Mythologem Types in the Surveyed Comments
Mythologem Type Frequency
Historical 39
Cultural 28
Political 33
Total 100

Table 4 highlights the association between different mythologem types and national values in
Kazakhstan's digital discourse according to the context of their use. Historical mythologems were
primarily linked to pride (60.3%), reflecting the importance of historical figures and events in
reinforcing national identity. They also contributed to discussions on community (20.1%) and
sovereignty (19.6%). Cultural mythologems mainly express community (65.2%), emphasizing shared
traditions and cultural symbols, with fewer links to pride (25.8%) and sovereignty (9.0%).

Political mythologems were strongly associated with sovereignty (49.0%), highlighting political
narratives on autonomy and contributing to pride (35.7%) and community (15.3%). In summary,
historical mythologems evoke pride, cultural mythologems foster the community, and political
mythologems emphasize sovereignty.



Table 4
Association between Mythologem Types and National Values

Mythologem Type Pride (%0) Community (%) Sovereignty (%)
Historical 60.3 20.1 19.6
Cultural 25.8 65.2 9.0
Political 35.7 15.3 49.0

We analyzed the use of various nominatives in Kazakhstani Internet comments to understand their
role in expressing cultural values and societal nuances. Nominatives were categorized into seven
classes: anthroponyms, theonyms, mythonyms, geopolitonyms, mythopathonyms, toponyms, and
informonyms. This analysis provides insights into how these nominatives contribute to the discourse
surrounding mythologems in Kazakhstani online communications, as detailed in Tables 5 and 6.

Table 5
Types of Nominatives in Kazakhstani Internet Comments
Nominative Type = Example Nominatives Description
Abai Qunanbaiuly, Nursultan Historical and cultural figures evoking national
Anthroponyms . o
Nazarbayev pride or historical context
Theonyms Ulyk, Er Tostik l\/_lythqlogwal figures used to draw cultural or
historical parallels
Mythonyms Kazakh Stone of Destiny, Almaty Beast Fictional Ob.JeCtS or subjects that symbolize
cultural heritage or mythological themes
Geopolitonyms Kazakhstan, Central Asia, Kyrgyzstan Regional names used to frame discussions

within a geopolitical context

Metaphorical terms describing societal or
emotional states

Geographical names anchoring myths and
cultural references in specific locations
Media names that influence the dissemination
of mythological narratives

Mythopathonyms Kazakhs' Fever, Steppe IlIness
Toponyms Almaty, Nur-Sultan, Caspian Sea

Informonyms Tengri News, Kazakh Daily

The analysis of nominatives in Kazakhstani Internet comments shows how users engage with cultural
and historical references (Table 6). Anthroponyms such as Abai Qunanbaiuly and Nursultan
Nazarbayev evoke national pride and connect current issues to Kazakhstan’s heritage, reinforcing a
shared cultural identity. Theonyms and mythonyms such as Ulyk, Er Tostik, and the Kazakh Stone of
Destiny add depth by linking mythological elements to modern societal issues. These references help
to interpret contemporary experiences through the lens of traditional myths. Geopolitonyms, including
Kazakhstan and Central Asia, frame local discussions within a wider geopolitical context,
demonstrating how regional dynamics influence online conversations. Mythopathonyms such as
Kazakhs' Fever metaphorically describe societal and emotional states, whereas toponyms such as
Almaty and Nur-Sultan connect cultural references to specific places. Finally, informonyms highlight
the media’s role in spreading mythological narratives, reflecting how digital platforms shape cultural
discourses. Overall, these nominatives tend to reinforce cultural expression and national identity in
Kazakhstani online discussions.

Table 6

Distribution and Purpose of Nominatives in Comments

Nominative Type Frequency  Purpose of Use

Anthroponyms 45 To evoke historical significance and national pride.
Theonyms 25 To draw cultural or mythological parallels.

Mythonyms 30 To illustrate mythical or legendary themes.

Geopolitonyms 20 To contextualize discussions within geopolitical frameworks.
Mythopathonyms 15 To describe societal or emotional states metaphorically.
Toponyms 35 To link myths and narratives to specific locations.

Informonyms 10 To highlight the role of media in spreading mythological narratives.




S. Yergaliyeva et al./ International Journal of Society, Culture, & Language, 12(3), 2024

ISSN 2329-2210 |

Figure 2 illustrates how the distribution and purposes of nominatives in Kazakhstani Internet
comments significantly express and shape cultural value. These nominatives highlight the integration
of historical, mythological, and geopolitical elements, contributing to the diversity of cultural
expression and national identity.

Figure 2

Nominatives Examples

MNominative.Type:Informanyms

Mominative. Type:Toponyms

Nominative. Type:Mythopathonyms

Example Nominatives:Tengri News. Kazakh Daily . .
@ P ' g ) -y xamples.in.Comments:The Kazakhs
e Examples.in.Comments-Kazakhstan's role
Example.Nomina
@
Examples.in.Comments-Tengri News highlights the ongoing issues with traditional values
Example. Nominatives:Almaty, Mur-Sultan, Caspian Sea
[ ] Example Nominatives:Kazakhstan, Central Asia, Kyrgyzstan
®
P Examples.in.Comments:in Almaty, we are seeing a resurgence of cultural pride.

o Naminssivs TypeTheony
Mominativgybe TAJERERHES ~ "=enyms ’ .
® Mominative Typ@Gecpolitony! s‘ij ! .":xa—plis in.Comments:Like the hero Ulyk, we must fight for our values.
Examples.in.Comments:The wisdom of Abai Qunanbaiuly guides us even'today

Example.Mominat '@s&amzhsdorra'mi}estmk'— EnZnsBeast
Example Nominatives-Aba Q_IQ'E-EiJ y. Mursultan N2zarbayey

@

Nominative.Type:Anthroponyms
Examples.in.Comments: The Kazakh Stone of Destiny holds the future of our nation.

Table 7 provides illustrative examples of how various types of nominatives are used in Kazakhstani
Internet comments. These examples help us to understand how different nominative categories
contribute to the expression of cultural and societal themes in digital discourse. This table categorizes
nominatives into seven types and includes specific examples from online comments, showing their
application in real-world contexts.

Table 7

Examples of Nominatives in Kazakhstani Internet Comments

Nominative Type

Example Nominatives

Examples in Comments

Anthroponyms

Theonyms
Mythonyms

Geopolitonyms

Mythopathonyms

Toponyms

Informonyms

Abai Qunanbaiuly,
Nursultan Nazarbayev

Ulyk, Er Tostik

Kazakh Stone of
Destiny, Almaty Beast
Kazakhstan, Central
Asia, Kyrgyzstan

Kazakhs' Fever, Steppe
IlIness

Almaty, Nur-Sultan,
Caspian Sea

Tengri News, Kazakh
Daily

"The wisdom of Abai Qunanbaiuly guides us even today",
"Nursultan Nazarbayev's leadership is still felt in our
policies”

"Like the hero Ulyk, we must fight for our values", "Er
Tostik's bravery inspires our current leaders"

"The Kazakh Stone of Destiny holds the future of our nation",
"The Almaty Beast is a symbol of the challenges we face"
"Kazakhstan's role in Central Asia is pivotal", "We must
consider Kyrgyzstan’s position in our regional strategies"
"The Kazakhs' Fever represents our collective anxiety about
the future”, "Steppe llIness reflects the hardships faced by
rural communities."

"In Almaty, we are seeing a resurgence of cultural pride",
"Nur-Sultan's modernization efforts are a testament to our
progress”, "The Caspian Sea area is rich in untapped
resources"

"Tengri News highlights the ongoing issues with traditional
values.", "Kazakh Daily provides a platform for discussing
our national myths."

The study reveals that historical mythologems are dominant in Kazakhstani Internet comments,
comprising 38.7% of the content. These mythologems include references to significant figures, such



as Abai Qunanbaiuly and foundational events, such as the formation of the Kazakh Khanate. Their
prevalence highlighted their role in reinforcing national pride and identity, aligning with Zharylgapov
et al. (2023), who found that historical references in digital spaces often strengthen cultural continuity
and national pride. Historical mythologems evoke a sense of shared heritage, linking contemporary
issues with historical narratives (Figure 3), showing comments of Internet users about national identity.
Existing research on digital discourse and cultural expression has often noted the significance of
mythological and historical narratives in shaping national identities (Mihelj & Jiménez-Martinez, 2021).

Figure 3
Network of Historical Narratives

Examples.in.Comments-Kazakhstan's role in 5 pivota
L Example. Nominatives:K ever, Steppe liness
® Examples.in.Comments:The wisdom of Abai Qunanbaiuly guides us ev
Examples.in.Comments: The Kazakh Stone of Destiny holds the future of our nation.
Example. MominativesTengr Mews, Kazakh Daily

2mple. Namin sty i) azarbayey
OE: ple.Nom atheﬂmm et iEmmamenal ayE

Example. Mominatives: Ulyk, Er Tostik

L

Mominative. Typedythopathonyms
Examples. 1.-Cc"n'ne%Ten; ews highlights the ongoing issues '.'.-i‘tﬂe:ﬂq.ka;.g!-r\a&gsﬁ_aom_s

® Mominative Type:Anthrdponyms
Example. Mominatives-Almaty, Mur-Sulten, Caspian Ssa
Mominative Type:Geopalitonyms _—
B _ ) JREs 4ms Mominative. Type:Mythonyms
Example. MominztivesKzzakh Stone of Destiny, Almaty Bl

[ ]

. Mominative. Type Toponyms

Examples.in.Comments:Like the hero Utyk, we must fight for our values.

[
® Examples.in.Commentsin Almaty, we are seeing a resurgence of cultural pride.
® Example MominativesKzzakhstan, Central Asiz, Kyrgyzstan
® Examples.in.Comments-The Kazakhs' Fewver represents our collective ansiety about the future

The empirical results of this study can be illustrated with sampled Internet comments and their
interpretations. One notable comment from an internet user highlights the influence of Abai
Qunanbaiuly, stating, “Byanikiprepde Abaii Kynanbaiiyavt na cinmeme s#cacay ubli MoHIHOE MaOeHU
MYpamvi30bl  KAHWATLIKMbL  O0AANaUMbIHBIMbI30bL  Kepcemeldi. Tapuxu mynzanapovly Yammolx
bonmblcbIMbl32aA Kalall acep emin sxcamyansl may Kanosipaowst [Translation: The reference to Abai
Qunanbaiuly in these comments really shows how much we value our cultural heritage. It’s amazing
how historical figures continue to influence our national identity]”. This comment reflects the
widespread use of historical mythologems to reinforce national pride and identity, which is consistent
with Knutson’s (2022) observation that historical references in digital spaces strengthen cultural
continuity. By invoking a reversed historical figure, users link contemporary issues with shared
cultural values, thereby preserving and celebrating their heritage in the digital age.

Another user commented, “3amanayu cascam mypanei nikipmanacmapoa Kazax xanowizein
WAKBIPBIN JHCAMKAHLIH KOPY OMKEHIMI30iN Oyeinel KYHIMI30i Kaiau KaTblnmacmulpambliHblH ecKe
canaovl. Byn mapuxmuol 6y2inei KUbIHObIKMApMeH 6ainaHblcmulpyobiy Kyammel sconwl. [Translation:
Seeing people invoke the Kazakh Khanate in discussions about modern politics reminds me of how
our past shapes our present. It’s a powerful way to connect history with today’s challenges.]” This
highlights how historical mythologems, such as references to the Kazakh Khanate, were employed to
draw parallels between historical events and current political issues. This is supported by the findings
of Kansteiner (2002), who emphasized that such historical references evoke a sense of collective
identity and continuity, bridging past and present.

Another comment observed in English, “I love how cultural symbols like the ‘dagger’ and ‘sword’
are used metaphorically in comments. They keep our traditions alive while adding depth to the
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conversation.” This underscores the view that cultural symbols are integral to maintaining a
community identity. By employing these symbols metaphorically, users not only celebrate their
cultural heritage but also add layers of meaning to contemporary discourse, reinforcing shared values
and identities, as supported by Tsygankov (2014).

In another comment, a user noted, “Kasipai kewbacuwiiapovt Maxambem Omemicynovl cuskmol amol
aHbl32a AUHATIEAH MYIANAPMEH CanbiCmblpy 0i30iH caacu OUCKYPCHIMbI3RA CADAKMACNbIK Ce3IMIH
bepedi. Byn canowix opmaoa xaiumananamein mapux cuskmer [Translation: Comparing modern
leaders to legendary figures like MakhambetUtemisov brings a sense of continuity to our political
discourse. It’s like history repeating itself in a digital form.]” This statement exemplifies how cultural
mythologems are used to connect contemporary figures with historical heroes, thereby enhancing their
symbolic significance. This supports the findings of Bekmanovaet al. (2024), who identified that
blending historical and cultural references into modern discourse helps frame current political and
social issues within a historical context.

One of the comments reflected, “Aevimoassr macenenepee mycinikmeme 6epy ywin mapuxu
anne2opusiapobl NAUOAIaHy Kazipeli 3aMaHebl  Casacammoul  CblHAYOblY aKblIObl 20ici  OOonbin
mabwvLiaovl. On Oyeinei bacman Keulin Jicamkanvimblzea mapuxu Konmekcm xocaowl. [Translation:
Using historical allegories to comment on current issues is a smart way to critique modern politics. It
adds historical context to what we re experiencing today]”. This illustrates how users utilize historical
mythologems to provide critical perspectives on current events, bridging historical ideals with modern
reality. This approach is consistent with research that highlights how historical narratives are used to
critigue contemporary issues and reflect ongoing ideological themes (Alridge, 2006).

One more comment noted in English, “The reference to historical laws and figures like Tawe Khan
and Kasym Khan in discussing corruption highlights the gap between historical ideals and present-
day realities.” This comment demonstrates the use of historical mythologems to critique
contemporary issues, drawing on revered legal traditions to advocate reform.

Mythologems in Kazakhstani Internet comments act as linguo-cultural units that represent and
communicate cultural values and identity. These appear with specific linguistic features, such as
allusions to historical events or cultural practices. This study’s analysis of nominatives shows a range
of categories, including anthroponyms (historical figures), theonyms (mythological characters), and
toponyms (geographical names), each contributing distinctively to the discourse.

Moreover, the use of nominatives in Kazakhstani Internet comments supports previous studies that
highlight the importance of cultural and historical references in digital communication (Artamonov et
al., 2021). The presence of anthroponyms such as Abai Qunanbaiuly and Nursultan Nazarbayev
reflects a linguistic tendency to invoke authority and historical significance. Hasebrink et al. (2015)
identified the same patterns in the use of historical figures in online comments across different
cultures (Verboord, 2014).

Theonyms and mythonyms further enrich discourse with mythological references, supported by
studies of the use of mythological units to deepen cultural narratives. Moreover, one comment
observed, “Abaii Kynanbaiiynvl cuskmel mapuxu myneaiapobly NiKipaepoe HCui aumbliambliblH
baiikaovim. Byn 6eden men madenu maxkmanviuka wiakwipy mocini [Translation: | noticed how
frequently historical figures like AbaiQunanbaiuly are mentioned in the comments. It is a way of
invoking authority and cultural pride]”. This represents the use of anthroponyms or names of
historical figures to confer authority and pride in digital discussions. Verboord (2014) found that
historical figures are often used in online comments to invoke cultural significance and authority.

Another comment stated, “Mugonozusnvix keitinkepiepoi naidanany OUCKYPCKa Kbi3blKmbl Kabam
Kocaowl. Byn 6i30iy aneimemizoi mepenipex madenu mazvinanapmen bavvimaowvt [Translation: The use
of mythological characters adds an interesting layer to the discourse. It enriches our conversations
with deeper cultural meanings]”. This comment reflects the function of theonyms or mythological
characters in adding depth to online discourse.



A third user also commented, “Tycinikmemenepoezi ceocpagusnvix amayrapza cinmemenep 6i30iy
Jicepee,  OHbIY — MAPUXLIHA — OQAUIAHLICMBLILIZBIMBI3ObL  ecKe  caladvi. byn 0030y  MaOeHU
bonmblcoIMbI30bIY Yyugpavikx kapmacel icnemmi [Translation: References to geographical names in
comments remind us of our connection to the land and its history. It’s like a digital map of our
cultural identity]”. This highlights the role of toponyms in linking discussions to cultural and
geographical contexts, thus reinforcing the connection between place and identity. Figure 4
demonstrates a visual representation of mythologems as linguo-cultural units.

Figure 4
Mythologems as Linguo-cultural Units
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Historical and socio-political contexts have significantly influenced the emergence and interpretation
of mythologems in Kazakhstani online communication. The results show that political mythologems
are frequently used to comment on current events, with historical or cultural references providing a
framework for discussing modern issues. This finding is corroborated by Schmidtke (2023), who
observed that historical narratives often framed contemporary political discourse.

The adaptation of historical mythologems to current socio-political situations illustrates the ongoing
relevance of historical and cultural narratives in shaping public opinion and discourses. For instance,
references to historical figures or events are employed to critique or support contemporary policies,
reflecting the continuity of ideological themes and values (Dwivedi & Patel, 2024; Sung, 2015;
Wheeler, 2017). One comment noted: “Casicu mugonocemanapoviy azeimoagol OKUaIap mypasl
nikipmanacmapovl Kaiau KYpamvlHblH Kopy Kblzbikmol. Onap Kazipei nikipmaiacmapoa JdHcui Heox
bonamein mapuxu Konmexcmmi Kammamacwis emeoi [Translation: It s interesting to see how political
mythologems frame discussions about current events. They provide a historical context that’s often
missing in modern debates]”. This reflects how political mythologems use historical context to frame
contemporary discussions, another user remarked: “Tycinikmemenepoezi mapuxu ancimenep 6izee
Oyeinei cascu aanowagpmmer mycinyee Heziz bepedi. byn emxenniy Kasipei yaKulmma OUHARAHBIH
xepy cusikmet [Translation: Historical narratives in comments give us a framework for understanding
today’s political landscape. It’s like seeing the past play out in the present]”.

Another comment added in English, “The use of historical figures to critique modern policies is a
clever way to highlight the gap between past ideals and current realities.” This demonstrates how
historical mythologems are employed to critique contemporary policies, revealing the disconnection
between historical ideals and present-day realities. This research focuses on the impact of
sociopolitical changes on the interpretation of historical symbols. One user commented, “I appreciate
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how comments use cultural symbols to comment on socio-political changes. This adds a layer of depth
to our understanding of these issues.” This highlights how cultural symbols enrich the discourse on
sociopolitical changes, providing deeper insights into contemporary issues, as supported by Russo et
al. (2020) and Suprapto et al. (2024).

5. Discussion

The aim of this study was to focus on how mythologems, embodying cultural and historical symbols
and narratives, manifest in Kazakhstan’s digital world. By examining the occurrence, actions, and
adaptation of mythologems in online comments, we reveal how national identities and cultural values
function in the digital age. The focus is on how these mythologems reflect and shape cultural
narratives, especially within Kazakhstan’s evolving socio-political context. Figures such as Abai
Qunanbaiuly and Nursultan Nazarbayev are frequently mentioned, connecting modern issues to the
nation’s rich past and reinforcing shared cultural identity. Compared with previous studies, our results
confirm the importance of historical and mythological figures in shaping national identity. However,
this study adds a new perspective by exploring how these narratives play a role in the digital space,
revealing their role in modern online communication.

The rationale of the study comprises the emerging need for investigation. The need for research about
Kazakhstani mythologems in Internet space is explained by their emerging role in forming national
identity (Akhatova et al., 2024). Internet space is a natural part of modern reality, so internet
comments become relevant text matter for embodying mythologems (Yergaliyeva et al., 2023).
Previous research had marked approximate directions, such as the communicative aspect of modern
myth (Strelnik, 2019), mythologem as a historical memory translation mechanism (Kazakova et al.,
2019), mythologem as a cultural and axiological unit (Rubert, 2015), or linguistic analysis of
mythologems’ role in forming ethnonyms (Zhumabayeva, 2021).

This study develops a direction of analyzing mythologems in the context of digital media forming
cultural identity, such as the role of Internet comments in contemporary interpreting of traditional
myths (Zhang, 2022). Similarly, the impact of globalization was explored on Kazakhstani cultural
symbols, with mythologems acknowledged as an important component of understanding this process
(Akhatova et al., 2024). Still, there are some underexplored matters, such as translating culturally
specific elements into the digital space (Akberdieva, 2020). The proposed novelty of this study lies in
investigating mythologems’ significance in Kazakhstani digital discourse and in the focus on digital
platforms as a medium for mythologems being preserved and adapted to modern reality.

Implications of this study indicate that mythologems in Kazakhstani Internet comments act as tools
for cultural continuity and social cohesion, showing how digital conversations today contribute to
shaping national identity. This study explores the significant role of modern mythologems in
Kazakhstani Internet comments, revealing their significant impact on national identity, cultural
heritage, and political discourse. Through a qualitative content analysis of political comments, this
research categorized mythologems into historical, cultural, and political types, demonstrating how
these narratives influence online communication and reflect collective values. The findings indicated
that historical mythologems were the most prevalent, comprising 38.7% of the comments. They
effectively linked contemporary issues to Kazakhstan's rich cultural heritage, enhancing national pride
and cultural continuity. Cultural mythologems, comprising 28.0% of the content, serve to preserve
shared values and traditional practices across generations. Meanwhile, political mythologems,
accounting for 33.3%, frame current political issues within historical and cultural contexts, thereby
legitimizing political narratives and influencing public opinion. This study highlights the importance
of mythologems in shaping digital discourse in Kazakhstan. This suggests that understanding these
elements is essential to understanding how cultural and historical references are mobilized in modern
online communication.

This study enhances the theoretical understanding of cultural identity formation in the digital age by
illustrating how mythologems play an important role in online communications. By identifying them
as historical, cultural, and political it provides a framework for future research on their influence on



collective consciousness and social aspects. The focus on axiological markers adds a new dimension
to discourse analysis by emphasizing the importance of cultural references in online interactions.

Practically, these findings highlight the utility of mythologems for marketers, educators, and
policymakers in shaping digital communication strategies. Using these narratives, practitioners can
create messages that resonate with national identity and cultural values, fostering audience
engagement. Policymakers can use these findings to promote initiatives that enhance cultural
continuity and community cohesion. This study also emphasizes the need for media literacy programs
to help individuals critically engage with mythological narratives in online discourse, promoting
informed digital citizenship. However, this study has several limitations. First, the analysis was based
on a specific set of comments from political articles published in one region, which may not fully
represent the diversity of the online discourse across Kazakhstan. The selection of comments from a
single news source could introduce bias, as different media outlets might exhibit varied uses of
mythologems. Additionally, this study focused primarily on textual content without considering the
broader context of online interactions, such as the influence of multimedia elements or the role of
social media platforms. The qualitative nature of the analysis, although rich in detail, may limit the
applicability of the findings to other contexts or populations.

As a suggestion for further studies, future research could expand the scope of this study to include a
wider range of sources and regions in Kazakhstan. Conducting a comparative analysis of different
media channels and online platforms could provide a deeper understanding of how mythologems are
employed in various contexts. Additionally, incorporating quantitative methods alongside qualitative
analysis could offer a broader perspective on the prevalence and impact of different types of
mythologems. Future studies could also explore the role of multimedia content, such as images and
videos, in shaping the use and perception of mythologems. Finally, examining how mythologems
affect different demographic groups and contribute to online discourse dynamics could enrich our
understanding of their role in contemporary digital communication.
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