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To the issue of the «multicultural linguistic personality» term 

The article contains an analytical review of the scientific literature of near and far abroad countries on the 
definition of the «multicultural personality» term. The importance of a clear definition of this category is due 
to the urgency of the problem of the multicultural language personality’s formation in the education space of 
Kazakhstan. The conceptual content of the term is revealed through its constituent concepts: «polycultural 
personality» and «linguistic personality». The multicultural language personality is regarded as a linguistic 
personality developing in a multicultural environment at all levels of intercultural communication: global, 
interethnic and interpersonal. The goal of the Kazakhstani education system is the formation of a student’s 
multicultural personality, that is, a person who is able to identify himself not only as a representative of his 
national culture, but also as a citizen of the world, perceiving himself as a subject of the cultures’ dialogue 
and aware of his role, importance, responsibility in global human processes.  

Keywords: education environment, multilingualism, monolingualism, multilingual personality, bilingualism, 
trilingualism, intercultural communication, interdisciplinary connections, globalization, multilingual educa-
tion. 

 

The primary goal of language education modernization in Kazakhstan today is the formation of a multi-
cultural linguistic personality. Realization of this difficult task is a vital necessity, an actual problem, with a 
tendency for development. 

According to President N. Nazarbayev «Kazakhstan is unique and strong with its multinationality. On 
its land, a unique multicultural space has formed, in which two streams are leading. One reflects the revival 
of Kazakh culture and its constituent elements, language. There is an objective process of restoration of the 
lost. The other stream is a Russian-language culture, based on the native traditions of the Russian people and 
everything that they absorbed in the course of centuries of development. Recognition of self-existing cultural 
streams does not negate their complementarity and mutual enrichment, which does not mean assimilation. 
The multiculturalism of Kazakhstan is a progressive factor in the development of society. The Eurasian roots 
of the Kazakhstani people allow connecting Eastern, Asian, Western, European flows and create a unique 
Kazakh variant of the development of multiculturalism» [1]. 

Based on this Strategy, today the values and principles necessary for overall survival and free develop-
ment become priorities. First, it is a strategy of nonviolence, the idea of tolerance for other people's positions, 
values, cultures, the search for mutually acceptable compromises, the idea of dialogue and mutual under-
standing, etc. 

Kazakhstan's desire to enter the education space of the world requires maximum openness to different 
points of view, the ability to rethink and evaluate the contribution of different cultural historical paradigms to 
the education process. To enter into a single global educational environment and ensure the social mobility 
of the Kazakh people, it is necessary to develop a dialogue of cultures and traditions, customs. In connection 
with the foregoing, the educational institutions have a great responsibility – the education of an ethnically 
identical and multicultural personality, oriented through their culture to others. Therefore, the issue of edu-
cating a spiritual, moral, free, tolerant, civilly active, highly intelligent and healthy multicultural personality 
in conditions of a multi-ethnic environment acquires paramount importance. 

In this regard, the importance of a clear definition of «multicultural linguistic personality» is explained. 
Before disclose the conceptual content of the term of this category, let us consider the constituent concepts of 
it: «multicultural personality» and «linguistic personality». 

The concept of ethno-cultural education of the Republic of Kazakhstan provides a detailed description 
of the multicultural personality. In the document, a multicultural personality is viewed as an individual, ori-
ented through its culture to others, possessing an integral worldview, the sum of psychological qualities ex-
pressed through linguistic, historical, geographical, legal, artistic and aesthetic consciousness [2]. 

Analysis of the works of M.M. Bakhtina, B.C. Biblera, S.L. Frank, Z.A. Malkova, M.S. Kagan, 
Yu.M. Lotman and others allows us to understand the leading role of culture as a factor that lays life’s value, 
which fosters tolerance and stimulates self-development of the individual. 
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Multicultural personality’s ideas were reflected in the writings of N.K. Roerich's «beneficent synthe-
sis», which is understood as the «unity of cultures», creating a beneficial cooperation of people, the views of 
Yа.A. Komensky on the need to develop students’ ability of living in peace with others, fulfill their mutual 
duties, respect and love people, the work of philosophers A.J. Toynbee, Yu.V. Yakovets on the integrity of 
the cultural and historical mankind’s development also lead us to an understanding of the concept’s essence 
of a multicultural personality. Separation of individual, original cultural worlds by researchers, attempts to 
answer the question about the nature of interaction between them in many ways determined modern ap-
proaches to the definition of multiculturalism and multicultural education. At the heart of these theories are 
ideas of the singularity and uniqueness of each culture and the need for dialogue between them. 

Relying on the research of psychologists, we can comprehend the formation of the multicultural person-
ality as a spiritual and practical activity aimed at understanding the truth, entering culture (L.S. Vygotsky, 
A.N. Leontiev), and cultural change of the personality (V. D. Shadrikov). 

The importance of communication, dialogue interaction in the formation of a multicultural personality 
was considered on the basis of the work of B.G. Ananyeva, A.G. Asmolova, S.L. Bratchenko, M. Buber, 
M.M. Bakhtina, B.C. Bibler. The provisions of M.M. Bakhtin about a man as a unique world of culture, en-
tering into interaction with other personalities – carriers of individual culture, creating itself in the process of 
such interaction and influencing others, contribute to the fuller understanding of the essence of the multicul-
turalism phenomenon [3]. 

Lets consider several interpretations of the term «multicultural personality» of various researchers. 
According to J. Bourges a multicultural personality, accepts life patterns that are different from his own, 

psychologically and socially ready to embrace different cultural realities [4]. 
G.D. Dmitriev refers to the primary qualities of a multicultural personality as the ability to «work with 

people culturally different, correctly understand the human difference, be tolerant to them, be able to assert 
cultural pluralism in society with their personal deeds and words» [5]. 

L.V. Kolobova, studying the process of personality formation in multicultural education, singles out its 
specific characteristics: intercultural communication, the integration of personality into culture, its self-
identification, the possibility of self-realization while preserving the relationship with his native language, 
culture [6]. 

In this way, each of the existing definitions given by the researchers claims full disclosure of its es-
sence, emphasizing the various aspects of this multifaceted phenomenon and consider the following charac-
teristics of the multicultural personality to be most significant: respect for cultures and traditions of different 
peoples, the need for their national culture and language, cultures as the highest form of communication, re-
spect for other cultures, ability to constructive dialogue. 

In our understanding, the «multicultural personality» in today's Kazakhstan reality, when people living 
in a multicultural society need to learn the values of the «alien» culture and transfer this knowledge and val-
uable experience of communication with other cultures to succeeding generations, contributing to the unity 
of the multicultural space of Kazakhstan . 

The concept of «linguistic personality» is based on the concept of personality as a subject of relations 
and conscious activity, determined by this system of social relations, culture and also conditioned by biologi-
cal characteristics. 

The first appeal to the linguistic personality is associated with the name of L.Y. Weissgerber, who 
spoke of the dependence of the whole man’s life on his native language, on the relationship of the native lan-
guage and the spiritual formation of man. The social essence of language lies in the fact that it exists, first of 
all, in the linguistic consciousness – collective and individual. Accordingly, the linguistic collective and the 
individual are the carriers of culture in the language. The collective as an ethnos and an individual are the 
extreme points on the conventional scale of linguistic consciousness [7]. The language of a particular person 
does not exist by itself. It is formed by the language of other people who belong to one nation, have a com-
mon culture and traditions. 

The most complete and systematic substantiation of the «linguistic personality» concept is presented in 
the works of Yu.N. Karaulov. He noted that «since it is impossible to study any one aspect of the scientific 
and linguistic paradigm about language, the output can be seen only in addressing the human factor and in-
troducing into the linguistic paradigm of the linguistic personality as an equitable object of study as such a 
conceptual position, which allows us to integrate disparate and relatively independent properties of lan-
guage» [8; 22]. Yu.N. Karaulov developed a methodology for the reconstruction of the linguistic personality 
and defined it as «a set of human abilities and characteristics that determine the creation and reproduction of 
speech products (texts), which differ: a) the degree of structural and linguistic.  
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The study of the linguistic personality inevitably involves in the sphere of interests of linguists those is-
sues that unite all specialists who study a person from different positions. An important issue in the theory of 
linguistic personality is the selection of the linguistic personalities’ types. The typology of linguistic person-
alities can be constructed on various grounds, depending on the approach to the subject of study, which is 
carried out from the standpoint of either personality or language. Conventionally, the following types of per-
sonalities: 

1) A person for whom communication in his native language is natural in his communicative environ-
ment. 

2) A person for whom it is natural to communicate in a foreign language in his communicative envi-
ronment. 

3) A person who speaks a foreign language with learning objectives that do not belong to the character-
istics of the natural environment of communication. [9]. 

The question of the correlation between the individual and the linguistic personality is extremely im-
portant for the development of the conceptual foundations for the language personality’s formation. Accord-
ing to the research of A.G. Fomina, «the linguistic personality is interpreted not only as part of a voluminous 
and multifaceted understanding of the personality, ... but as a kind of full-fledged representation of the per-
sonality, containing both psychological, social, ethical, and other components, but refracted through lan-
guage» [10]. 

This idea is consonant with the thoughts of V. A. Maslova, who singles out several components of the 
linguistic personality: the I-physical, the I-social, the I-intellectual, the I-emotional, the I-Verbal and cogita-
tive. She notes that by acting on any person's personality, one can influence all other aspects of the personali-
ty of the addressee. The linguistic personality enters into communication as a multidimensional one, and it 
corresponds with the strategies and tactics of verbal communication, with the social and psychological roles 
of communicants, the cultural meaning of information included in communication [11]. 

In our study, we adhere to the concept of Yu.N. Karaulov, that the linguistic person is composed of 
three levels [8]: 

 zero level – verbal-semantic, or lexicon of personality, understood in a broad sense, and including 
phonetic and grammatical knowledge of the individual; 

 the first level – logical-cognitive, represented by the thesaurus of the person, in which the «image of 
the world» or «the system of knowledge about the world» is imprinted; 

 the second level – the level of activity-communicative needs, reflecting the personality pragmatist, 
that is, the system of goals, motives, attitudes and intentions of the individual [8]. 

G.V. Elizarova and L.P. Khalyapin take into account the fact that in the structure of each linguistic per-
sonality there is an existence of an invariant part, the singling out of which determines the existence of a na-
tion-wide linguistic type and determines the individual's belonging to one or another linguistic cultural com-
munity. It is the invariant part in the structure of the linguistic personality that provides the opportunity for 
mutual understanding of the carriers of different social and cultural codes, different national concept 
spheres [12]. 

T.E. Dobrova notes that later L.P. Khalyapina introduces the notion of a «multicultural language per-
sonality», believing that in the context of a global multicultural society, one should not speak of a secondary 
linguistic personality but of a multicultural one that can interact with representatives of different countries 
and cultures. She believes that today, in the context of the process of globalization, it is necessary to speak 
not so much about the process of intercultural communication that involves only a dialogue of cultures, but 
rather about multicultural communication that assumes a polylogue of cultures, carried out through the lan-
guage of global communication – English [13; 111]. 

Taking the scientists’ point of view who believe that for the formation of a linguistic personality it is 
more important to involve not only the linguistic, but also the conceptual system of the bearers of another 
culture, we can conclude that in the context of the society’s globalization, the task of comprehending the for-
eign language teaching system conceptual systems of different cultures.  

Proceeding from the theory of the linguistic personality, we believe that in the conditions of a global 
multicultural society, the secondary linguistic personality is not in great demand, but in the process of teach-
ing foreign languages it is attached only to the conceptual system of speakers of the second (foreign) lan-
guage, and the multicultural linguistic personality in which ability and willingness to interact with represent-
atives of different countries and cultures. The multicultural linguistic personality is a person in whose struc-
ture the foreign language has formed such a complex of competences that allows it to navigate in the concept 
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spheres of the universal and ethno-cultural types, which ensures the development of its readiness and the 
ability for active positive interaction with representatives of the multicultural world. In other words, a multi-
cultural linguistic personality owns the concept spheres of one's own and other cultures and is able to deter-
mine the content of the concepts that the communication partner operates on the basis of the analysis of lin-
guistic means and speech behavior. 

Having formed this type of linguistic personality, we will prepare it for productive participation in the 
situation of multicultural communication. 

The need for the formation of a multicultural language personality is dictated precisely by the condi-
tions of the global world, for effective functioning in which it is not enough to study and understand only the 
country’s culture of the studied language (which is characteristic of the existing system of teaching foreign 
languages). We need a fundamentally different approach to the formation of a linguistic personality – an ap-
proach that would be based on a cognitive level of comprehension as universal cultural concepts of panhu-
man value, and on the understanding of the specific cultural nature of the expression of these concepts in var-
ious ethno-cultures. 

We believe that the study of nature and the definition of the structure of a multicultural linguistic per-
sonality should be conducted, on the one hand, using the most advanced scientific tools (in particular, the 
dominant competence approach in the field of methodology), and on the other hand, through the maximum 
possible attraction of real living experience in the conditions of modern complex society. Such an opportuni-
ty is provided by the experience of communication in the Internet environment, which not only serves, but 
also reflects the most modern multicultural world. 

At the same time, it is quite obvious that the formation of a linguistic personality in demand of the new 
conditions cannot be limited to the formation of individual abilities, knowledge or skills. A complex of com-
petences and competencies that is would require providing a pragmatic aspect of communication. 

Thus, the analysis of domestic and foreign philosophical, psychological and pedagogical literature al-
lowed us to determine the desired definition. 

The multicultural linguistic personality is a person who is the subject of a cultural polylogue, having an 
active life position, possessing a developed sense of empathy and tolerance, emotional stability, the ability to 
live in peace and harmony with people as representatives of different cultural groups, capable of successful 
self-determination and productive professional activity in conditions of cultural diversity of society. This 
person with a developed sense of tolerance and empathy, having an active life position, the ability to live in 
harmony with the representatives of various cultural and ethnic groups, capable of successful self-
determination and productive professional activities. 
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С.А. Нургалиева, Г.М. Тулекова, С.К. Ксембаева, Э.С. Ганиева, А.Ю. Хаймулдина 

«Көпмəдениетті лингвистикалық тұлға» термині туралы  

Мақалада «көпмəдениетті тұлға» терминін анықтау туралы жақын жəне алыс шетелдердің ғылыми 
əдебиеттеріне аналитикалық шолу жасалған. Бұл категорияны нақты анықтаудың маңыздылығы 
Қазақстанның білім беру кеңістігінде көпмəдениетті тілдік тұлғаны қалыптастыру мəселесінің 
өзектілігіне байланысты. Терминнің тұжырымдамалық мазмұны оның «полимəдени тұлғаны» жəне 
«тілдік тұлғаны» құрайтын ұғымдары арқылы анықталды. Мақалада көпмəдениетті тілдік тұлға 
мəдениетаралық қарым-қатынастың барлық деңгейлерінде: жаһандық, ұлтаралық жəне тұлғааралық 
қарым-қатынаста көпмəдениетті ортада дамып келе жатқан лингвистикалық тұлға ретінде 
қарастырылды. Қазақстандық білім беру жүйесінің мақсаты — студенттің көпмəдениетті тұлғасын 
қалыптастыру, яғни, өзiн ұлттық мəдениетiнiң өкiлi ретiнде ғана емес, сонымен бiрге əлемнiң азаматы 
ретiнде таныта отырып, өзi мəдениеттер диалогының субъектiсi ретiнде танып, адамның жаһандық 
процестерiндегi рөлi, мағынасы, жауапкершiлiгi туралы хабардар ете алатын адам. 

Кілт сөздер: білім беру орта, көптілділік, монотілділік, көптілді тұлға, билингвизм, мəдениетаралық 
қарым-қатынас, пəнаралық байланыстар, жаһандану, көптілді білім беру. 

 

С.А. Нургалиева, Г.М. Тулекова, С.К. Ксембаева, Э.С. Ганиева, А.Ю. Хаймулдина 

К вопросу о термине «поликультурная языковая личность» 

Статья содержит аналитический обзор научной литературы стран ближнего и дальнего зарубежья 
по определению понятия «поликультурная личность». Важность четкого определения данной катего-
рии объясняется актуальностью проблемы формирования поликультурной языковой личности 
в образовательном пространстве Казахстана. В статье понятийное содержание термина раскрыто по-
средством составляющих его понятий: «поликультурная личность» и «языковая личность». Авторами 
поликультурная языковая личность рассмотрена как языковая личность, развивающаяся 
в поликультурной среде на всех уровнях межкультурной коммуникации: глобальном, межэтническом 
и межличностном. Перед казахстанской системой образования стоит цель — формирование поли-
культурной личности обучающегося, т.е. личности, способной идентифицировать себя не только как 
представителя своей национальной культуры, но и в качестве гражданина мира, воспринимающего 
себя субъектом диалога культур и осознающего свою роль, значимость, ответственность в глобальных 
общечеловеческих процессах. 

Ключевые слова: образовательная среда, многоязычие, моноязычие, многоязычная личность, билин-
гвизм, трилингвизм, межкультурная коммуникация, межпредметные связи, глобализация, мульти-
лингвальное образование. 

 
 

References 

1 Nazarbyaev, N.A. Stratehiia transformatsii obshchestva i vozrozhdeniia tsivilizatsii [The strategy of the transformation of so-
ciety and the revival of civilization]. presidentlibrary.kz. Retrieved from http://presidentlibrary.kz/ru/content/nazarbaev-n-strategiya-
transformacii-obshchestva-i-vozrozhdeniya-evraziyskoy-civilizacii [in Russian]. 

2 Kontseptsiia etnokulturnoho obrazovaniia v Respublike Kazakhstan [The concept of ethno-cultural education in the Republic 
of Kazakhstan]. (1996, 7 avhusta). Kazakhstanskaia Pravda – The Kazakh truth [in Russian]. 

3 Agranat, Yu.V. (2009). Formirovanie polikulturnoi lichnosti budushchikh spetsialistov sotsialnoi sfery pri obuchenii 
inostrannomu yazyku v vuze [Formation of the multicultural personality of the future specialists of the social sphere in the teaching 
of a foreign language in higher education]. Candidate’s thesis. Khabarovsk [in Russian]. 

4 Bourget, J. Development of Polycentric Consciousness: A Model for Multicultural Education. users.csbsju.edu. Retrieved 
from http//www.users.csbsju.edu/intercul/index/html/ [in Russian]. 

5 Dmitriev, G.D. (1999). Mnohokulturnoe obrazovanie [Multicultural education]. Moscow: Narodnoe obrazovanie [in Russian]. 
6 Kolobova, L.V. (2006). Stanovlenie lichnosti shkolnika v polikulturnom obrazovanii [Formation of the student's personality 

in multicultural education]. Extended abstract of Doctor`s thesis. Orenburg [in Russian]. 



To the issue of the «multicultural linguistic personality» term 

Серия «Педагогика». № 3(91)/2018 129 

7 Rumiantseva, M.V. (2012). K probleme formirovaniia polikulturnoi yazykovoi lichnosti v protsesse inoiazychnoho 
obrazovaniia v vuze [To the problem of the formation of a multicultural language personality in the process of foreign-language edu-
cation in a higher educational institution]. Sovremennaia vysshaia shkola: innovatsionnyi aspekt – Modern Higher School: an Inno-
vative Aspect, 1, 74–79 [in Russian] 

8 Karaulov, Yu.N. (1987). Russkii yazyk i yazykovaia lichnost [Russian language and language]. Moscow: Nauka 
[in Russian]. 

9 Nefedova, L.A., & Venediktova, L.N. (2009). Krosskulturnye osobennosti yazykovoi lichnosti [Cross-cultural characteristics 
of the language personality]. Proceedings from Cross-cultural and multilingual education in the modern world: Mezhdunarodnaia 
nauchno-prakticheskaia konferentsiia – International. scientific and practical conf. (pp. 14–20). Kostanai [in Russian]. 

10 Fomin, A.G. (2005). Psikholinhvisticheskaia kontseptsiia hendernoi yazykovoi lichnosti [Psycholinguistic concept of gender 
language personality]. Doctor`s thesis. Moscow [in Russian]. 

11 Maslova, V.A. (2001). Linhvokulturolohiia [Lingvoculturology]. Moscow: Akademiia [in Russian]. 
12 Elizarova, G.V., & Khaliapina, L.P. (2005). Formirovanie polikulturnoi yazykovoi lichnosti kak trebovanie novoi hlobalnoi 

situatsii [Formation of a multicultural language personality as a requirement of a new global situation]. Saint Petersburg: KARO 
[in Russian] 

13 Dobrova, T. E. (2011). K voprosu o linhvisticheskikh sredstvakh formirovaniia polikulturnoi yazykovoi lichnosti studenta-
filoloha [On the question of the linguistic means for the formation of the multicultural language personality of the student-
philologist]. Vestnik Sankt-Peterburhskoho hosudarstvennoho universiteta – Bulletin of St. Petersburg State University, 2, 111–115 
[in Russian]. 

  


	<4D6963726F736F667420576F7264202D20D2E8F2F3EB5FCFE5E4E0E3EEE3E8EAE05F20335F39315F>
	<4D6963726F736F667420576F7264202D20D2E8F2F3EB5FCFE5E4E0E3EEE3E8EAE05F20335F39315F>

